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66 The Hebrew Student. 

A TRANSLATION OF THE SEPTUAGINT OF THE PROPHECY 

OF NAHUM.^ 



CHAPTER I. 



1 A Prophecy about Nineveh ; the book of the vision of Nahum the El- 

2 koshite. A Grod jealous and taking vengeance is the Lord ; the Lord taketh 
vengeance with fury ; the Lord taketh vengeance on his adversaries, and he 

3 destroyeth his enemies. The Lord is long-suffering, and great is his power ; 
and the Lord will by no means fail to punish. In completion and in whirlwind 

4 is his way, and clouds are the dust of his feet. He rebuketh the sea and- 
maketh it dry, and all the rivers he drieth up. Bashan languisheth, and Carmel ; 

5 and the flower of Lebanon dieth. The mountains are shaken by Mm, and the 
hills rock ; and the whole earth is lifted up at his presence, and all who dwell 

6 therein. Before his anger who shall stand ? And who shall withstand in the 
anger of his wrath? His wrath melts the elements, and the rocks are broken. 

7 in pieces by him. The Lord is good to those who wait for him in the day of dis- 

8 tress; and he knoweth those who fear him. And with a passing flood he will 
make an utter end ; darkness shall pursue those who rise up, even his enemies. 

9 What devise ye against the Lord ? He will make an utter end ; he will not 

10 take vengeance twice upon the same thing. Because to its foundation it shall 
be left waste ; and it will be consumed as an interwoven vine and as stubble 

11 fully dry. From thee will go forth one who desireth evil against the Lord, one 

12 who counseleth hostility. Thus .'^aith the Lord, who ruleth many waters : Even 

13 so shall they be heard no more. And now will I shiver his rod from upon thee,. 

14 and I will break thy bonds asunder. And the Lord will command concerning 
thee : There shall not any more be sown of thy name ; from the house of thy 
God I will utterly destroy the carved images ; and molten images I will make- 

15 thy grave. For behold, swift upon the mountains are the feet of him whe 
beareth good news and bringeth tidings of peace ! Celebrate thy feasts, Judah,. 
pay thy vows ; for never again will they pass through thee forever. 

CHAPTER II. 

12 It is brought to an end, it is destroyed. He is gone up scorning [thee] to 
thy face, delivering from tribulation. Look to the way, strengthen the loins,. 

3 fortify thy strength mightily. Because the Lord will turn away the outrage 
against Jacob as the outrage against Israel ; for those who drive out drove 

4 them out and destroyed their branches. The arms of their power are from men, 
strong men sporting in fire ; the bridles of their chariots in the day of his prep- 

5 aration, and the charioteers will be thrown into confusion in the streets. And 
the chariots will be commingled and entangled in the broad ways ; their appear- 



iThe text used Is that of Tischendorf. 



A TEAifSLATION OF THE SePTOAGINT OF THE PEOPHEOr OF NahIM. 57 

6 ance is as blazing torches, and as lightning they dart about. And their great 
chiefs will be remembered, and they will flee by day and will be weak in their 
going, and they will hasten to her walls, and they will prepare their garrisons. 

7 The gates of their cities are thrown open, and the palace is destroyed. And 
the foundation is uncovered ; and she goeth forth, and her slaves are led away, 

8 as doves mourning in their hearts. And Nineveh — as a pool of water were 
her waters ; and those fleeing did not stand, and there was no one who looked 

9 back. Plunder the silver, plunder the gold ; and there was no end of her orna- 

10 ments ; they are weighed with all her desirable vessels. A shaking, and a vio- 
lent shaking, and a casting out, and breaking of hearts, and relaxing of knees, 

11 and pangs in all loins, and the face of all is as the burning of a pot. Where is 
the dwelling-place of the lions and the feeding-place of the whelps ? 
Where walked the lion, that the lion's whelps might enter, and there was no 

12 one who afirighted them? The lion snatched what was suflScient for his 
whelps and he strangled for his lions ; and he filled his den with prey and his 

13 dwelling-place with booty. Behold ! I am against thee, saith the Lord Almighty ; 
and and I will burn in smoke thy multitude, and a sword shall devour thy lions, 
I will utterly destroy thy prey from the earth, and thy works shall no longer 
be heard of. 

CHAPTER III. 

1 city of blood, wholly false, full of injustice ! The prey will not be handled. 

2 A sound of whips, and a sound of the rattling of wheels, and of horse gallop- 

3 ing and chariot bounding. And of horseman mounting, and of sword glittering, 
and weapons flashing, and a multitude of wounded and a heavy fall, and there 
was no end to her hosts ; and they shall be weak in their bodies from the extent 

4 of their fornication. Beautiful and graceful harlot, mistress of enchantments, 
who sold nations with her fornication and peoples with her enchantments. 

5 Behold, I am against thee, saith the Lord the Almighty God, and thy naked- 
ness I will uncover unto thy face, and I will show to the nations thy shame and 

6 to kingdoms thy dishonor. And I will cast filth upon thee according to thine 

7 impurities, and I will make thee an example. And it shall come to pass that 
every one who seeth thee will go down from thee and will say: Wretched Nine- 

8 veb ! Who shall bewail her ? Whence shall I seek consolation for her ? Prepare 
the part ; tune the chord ; prepare the part— Thebes, who dwelt among the 
rivers ; water round about her, whose power was the sea, and her walls were 

9 water. And Ethiopia was her strength, and Egypt, and there was no limit to the 

10 flight, and the Libyans were her allies. Even she will go into captivity, and 
her infants they will dash at the heads of all her streets, and upon all her glo- 
rious things they will cast lots, and all her great chiefs will be put in fetters. 

11 And thou shaltbemade drunk. And thou shalt seek from enemies a place for 

12 thyself. All thy fortresses are fig trees holding watchmen ; if they are shaken, 

13 they will fall into the mouth of the eater. Behold thy people are as women 
within thee ; to thine enemies the gates of thy land will be thrown wide open ; 

14 fire will devour thy bars. Draw for thyself water for the fortification ; take 
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possession of thy fortresses ; go into the clay and tread in the chaff; take pos- 

15 session for brick. There fire will devour thee, the sword will cut thee off, it 
will devour thee as the locust, and thou shalt be burdened as the wingless 

16 locust. Thou didst increase thy commerce beyond the stars of heaven ; the 

17 locust hastened and was spread out. Thy mingled host leaped forth as the 
wingless locust, as the locust that has lighted upon a hedge on a frosty day ; the 

18 sun rose and it leaped off, and no one knows its place. Woe to them 1 Thy 
shepherds slumbered, the Assyrian King lulled to sleep thy mighty men ; thy 

19 people departed to the mountains, and there was no one who gathered. There 
is no healing for thine-affliction, thy plague festered ; all who hear the report 
of thee will clap hands over thee ; for upon whom has not thy wickedness come 
continually ? 

TRev. W. H. Marquess, Fulton, Mo. 
r, -w J Rev. J. W. Payne, Clinton, Mich. 
Committee,-^ Rev. W. W. Lovejot, Ironton, 0. 

L Rev. W. H. Carmichael, Lexington, 111. 



A TRANSLATION OF THE TARGUM (JONATHAN) OF THE 
PROPHECY OF NAHUM.i 



CHAPTER 1. 



The burden [W. has shadow'] of the cup of cursing which Nineveh is to be 
made to drink. First Jonah, son of Amitti, [W. inserts the prophet] of Grath 
Hepher, prophsied against her, and she turned from her sins ; and now that 
she sinned again, Nahum from the house of Koshi prophesied against her again, 
according as it is written in this record. A God who is a judge and an avenger 
is Jehovah. An avenger is Jehovah and much power is with him. Ready is 
Jehovah to take vengeance upon the haters of his people, even in mighty 
anger upon his enemies. Jehovah is slow to anger hut much power is with 
him. Jehovah is ready to take vengeance [B. R. omits the foregoing clause.] 
but he forgives those who turn to the law ; yet those who do not turn he does 
not fail to punish. Jehovah leads in tempest and in wind, and clouds of dark- 
ness he casts down before him. He rebukes the sea and makes it dry, and all 
the rivers he dries up. Bashan is desolate and Carmel, and the trees of Leb- 
anon droop. The mountains tremble before him, and the hills are broken ; 
and the earth is wasted before him, both the world and all dwellers therein. 
When he reveals himself in mercy to give the law to his people, then the 
world trembles before him. But when he reveals himself in anger to take 
vengeance upon the haters of his people, before his vengeance who shall arise, 
and who shall bear up in the evil of his anger ? His anger dissolves like fire. 



iThe texts usefl are those of VTalton and the Biblia Begia. Differences between them are 
Indicated by alternative readings in brackets. 



